coloured stoneses

dash of colour!

FROM FIERY RUBIES TO SOOTHING SAPPHIRES, ALL SORTS OF COLOURS FIND THEIR
PLACE IN THE INDIAN JEWELLERY INDUSTRY TODAY. WHETHER IT'S A PASSING FAD
OR-A TREND THAT'S HERE TO STAY, IS YET TC BE SEEM. BUT FOR NOW, COLOURS

ARE MOST DEFINITELY THE RAGE OF THE SEASON, FINDS

lanting through history, the Greeks were
amaongst the earhiest fo use precious and
semi-precious stones in their jewellary
Emeralds, rmabies, agates, aguanarines, gar-
LS wiet amongst the popular siones

psird. The Fomans were the mext to add colour e their
fewellery, Cul 1o the 2154 century, coloured stones have
tound their way back indo the gond bocks of jewelbery
designers the world over. Closer fome 1o India, they are
aking thaeir presence lelt in every segiment -
rings, macelers, necklaces, nose pieces, pendants and
ewen Kurla butlons! Whether this jewellary i3 worn for
religious reasand or for pefsonal adornment, i%s hard 1o
miss the tantalising hees on display,

Many jewellery manufaciurers have designed collections
rewniving around colour and are getling more experimen-
tal im terms. of design as well as maerials used,
Comeentisnal s ne lenger "in'. Commenting on current
trenids [n the market, Surabhi Kasliwal, Sendor Exacutive,
Eros fewelry, savs, “Mughal designs consistng of floral

and geometric patterns with varety of coloured stones
and diamonds are in vogue, High-end jewellery with dels-
ciabe tose cut diamonds in Edwardian and an deco settings
are the most coveted accessarias for wamen this vear, The
panterns usnally apply o chandelier cartings and long
pendants. There is lots of jerrellery inspired from nature
ag in carved flowers aind leaves, and also, beavy sats in
cambinations with pretty pinks, cranges and wivid rads.”
On why people have stamed buving more coloured stone
pewellery, Vaibhav Goval, Sales Manager, 56 Fewellery,
Jaipur states, "People have staried spending a bot on their
lifesrvies, especially jewellery and are switching o
coloured stone jewellery regardless of the resale volue,
They prefer buying some jewellery which is different from
otkeers and unique in every aspect.” Observes Bagly Arosa,
Arnrapall Jewela, "The last few jewellery trends cevolved
arcund white and yelliow gold, s0 there was bound o be

a change! Morecver, people have become more fashion
conscious. Buving jewellery as accessories 1o outfies has
made all the difference.”



s e coloured stones

s mot undsual o see unlikely eolours being clubbed together 1o coeate
deamatic and almost surreal designs. Nor s 1t bizarre 1o see materials as

diverse as wood and coloured stones being used fo oreate extraordinarily ;
intricate pewellery. Many jewellery manufacturers are ploking up on unusual N

and imaginative ideas (o garner atteniion. At the recently concluded India -
Imernational Jewellery Show [111S], many jewellers shaweased desipnsg that g

made fascinating uses of celour. Although, plain gold jewellery is the tradi-
tonal favourite In India, the marker for coloursd s1one (ewellery s surely
but steadily picking up. There isn'l much debate on the virues of buying
gold, For starters, gold jewellery had a definie resalé value and §s cenainly
a sound investment. Having said that, there is a fast growing market [or pre-
ciows and semi-precious stones, sludded pewellery, Says jewellery designer,
Anuracdha Chhabra of Jewels by Anu, "'There is definitely an intensive mae-
ket, Coloured stone jewellery is in demand and so theme is a greal potential
for these designs™ Many design houses are picking on the consumer’s desire
to have unigue and fashionable jewellery. Buying jewellery is no longer
about just buying gold that can be savid for a rainy day, “More fashion
awareness will bring more colour to jewellery,” predicts Arora.

Tix talk abowt coloured stone jewellery and not mention Jalpur would be
simply uniair! Jaipur has been a haven for the coloursd stone industry, Recent
up gradations in technology and technigue have made this city a proud centre
for [ndla, and & serious contender 1o the global market, “laipur is one of the
mos important centres of cuning, polishing and vesting of colour stones in the

world, More than 200,000 people are engaged in the-codour stone bisiness in
Jaipur. All kinds of semi-precious stones and precipus stones, especially ke F‘?
ereralids, ane e i faipur Jaipur emeralds have been wsed for vears by jew 1
ellers like Cartier, Bvlgari and Harry Winston,” states Amra é '*

Amongss the mast popular stones wsed these davs are emeralds, mibies, ﬁ
muhti-colowred sapplires, towrmalines, amethysts, bive topaz, citrines and
other semi-precious stones. Larger emeralds have a deéep colour, and are u
beeautifiul addition (o anvone's jewellery coliection, bui they should be waorn
willh core. Rubw iz considered the most valuable gemstione, Becanse of the
hardmess of the stone, ruby s an excelleny chalee for all vpes of jewellery.
The most valuable gemstone in the guarte group is amethyst. s hardness
ensures good evervilay wearabiliny, Biue Topaz is a clear and bright gem:
stone, which geds its name froam Sanskot, meaning “fire”. Topae ranges in
colour from white or clear, o pink, red. vellow and Blue 2 populariny i die
to its beautitul cobour, affordahility, and its strength. Tourmaline that is seen
i most jewellery s usually pink or green. Becavse of itg unusually bright
shade of pink, fourmaling is & favourite smong young girls. Arora states that
priclon, ametlnsl, citrine and cainbow moongone ame popular if salver jow-
ellery. He adds thai coral and turguoise (which was one of the first gem- ?
siones ever used for jewellry] go very well with an ethnic ensemble

There are a few things one should bear in mind while buying coloured
stone pewellery, Sometimes coloured glass is used instead of authentic stones
amd onby 3 practiced e may be able o discern the difference, 5avs Chhabra, #ﬁ
“As i any profession, there could be dubious jewellers and deakers, But, on v
the whole, ihey are highly ethical professtonals and aleszy practices involving
fraud are an exception rather tham the nomm. ™ Advises Arora, “Buy only from
peputed jewelless becavse many coloured stones are beated and treared for g g
enhancing their colours. If buying an imporiant or expensive colowred stons,
it i advigable to gt o centifteare through a reputed gem festing laboratory,”




