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e Indian Imermational Jewellery Show (ILS) 2005, com
i o 14t Fudy 2005 and was hekd ot NSE Groands
Compbex. Goregaon, The Indian gem and jewelkery industry
s grow phemomenally over the last decade. With over
1.500 stalls spread over 46,000 sq. metres, the exhibiton |5
ranked a8 second In Azia and amongst the top five B2B {airs in the world. The
fair was a true reflection of India’s standing at the global stage. International
exhiliioes accounted for 117 of the total 686 exhibiiors. IS showeased all
kinds of jewellery, a machinery section and an allied section which show-
cased pmvallery trade I,II.I|'||I|:-I[HIII‘|':.'."I'|"II:'.E e exhibition a well-rounded
apprarance and appealing o all segments of the jewellery and gemn indusiry,
Launched in 1685 by the Gem and Jewellery Export Promation Council
(LJEPCT, TS has ruly evolvied over the vears, GIEPC has largely encour-
aged this Indusiry from {15 nascent stages and foday exports of gems and
jewellery from India have rigen foom a mere US 528 million in 1966-67 1o
U5 51567 hilllon in 2004-05, From 500 odd exhibliors las) vear 1o over 700
exhibiiors this year, there has also been a rise in the number of stalls dis-
plaged from 1,200 in 2004, (o |50 n 2005, When the IS Show was
launched in 1985, there were just 25 participants. After relawnching 115 as
A trade only show in 2001, the Council has hit bull®s eyve. This wear's 115
livesd U i {15 PrmSe ol '|1|=|1||q |'\-i;.u.1n'l' and better than ever before, Stalls

were sectiomed product wise such as mass-produced jeseellery, couture jew-

ellery, plain gold and loose diamonds, eic
With a vision to make India the glebal hub in the world jewellery and

gem markets, 105 had several tew additions in a bid wo ghve the exhibition a
truly international feel. Some of these initatives included the Spectmem
Seminar Sene: that had a combination of seminars and workshops that
sought to increass the knowledpe base of the industry as well as enhancing
the skill se1s of indusiry professionals; the India Traditional Pavillion which
aimisd at reviving traditional Indian arts such as Theva, Rewa, Bikaner
work, Filigree and Minakari, The Designers Gallery showcased jewellery
degigned by yvoung talented jewellory designers. The ABN AMBRO Solitaire
l-ltﬂ'iigl'u Awards show alag [ound 193 |'l|.|-.'|_' Iiv addigiosm, the 1US Flahion show
Telesthesiy brought together some of the biggest names in fashion like
Manksh Malhoira, Neeta Lulia, Vikram Phadniz, Anna Singh, Ashley
Ribello, Ameeta Kapur and Vidio Manma, etc,, who degigned clothes in
accordance with the jewellery displayed, All in all, 135 2085 was an amalga-
imatiom of e best and brightest talents froom across all spectrums in Dndia.
The gem amd jewellery indusiry contributes approximacely 19 per cent
rwards the country's overall forex sarmings. India’s jewellery exports have
risen by almiost 75 per cent from US 5205 billion in 2003 (o US 33,67 billkon
i 2004, U5 2005 was Inaugurated by Praful Patel, Civil Aviation Minister.
who dresw smiles when he said, "This industry has grown insplte of the
govermiment.” He acknowledged the economic growih this industry has wat
niessed and was grateful to them for showeasing India on a2 world seting
Appreciating the role of thiz indusiry, Patel, in his opening address drew
paraliels 1w the sviaton industry stating the huge potential for investment
and growth |m this sector. He stated, “India’s USSP = liz heritage and radd
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ten, He visuadised An integratien af fndlan palicies with e global maskes
50 a3 10 maximese the potential India could gain in terms of markes shae
Expressing his thoughts on how this industry has sumpassed 1amets 1o recenl
years, Bakul Melita, Chairman, GIEPC, in his opening address stated, “In
the last fiscal, the total exports of the Indian pem and jewellery secior were
At L B 5667, 13 millioa, an impressive growth of 2927 per cent comganed
o thee previous year. The Indian jewellery secior, which is the sunrise sector
af thae [nchiam gem and fewelleny indoziry, has in paticalar recorded 2 wihiop
pang 42,23 per cent growth in the fast tiscal

I'he colodired stonesd asgmenl i Inedia lids il Bronwi treasietidonisly and
the biggest change possibly could be the up-gradation of technology of i
ditiomal exporers irmnm Jajpur Thelr advancement in rechngue and set up
has resulwed 1 berter quality products. Exporiz of coloured stones have
grown by 810 per cent 1o LS $192.94 millon in 2064405, Alboogh s
industry has grown remendowsly over the vears, there's sull much weark to
be done. Citing challenges that the industry faces, Mekiy stated, ™We nesd
sErategnis o Aell to counines e Russia and other Eastern |'_||||1p|'.||'.
nations.” He also mentioned that on the administrative front, thers wene
lapzes berween departments in the government with regand 1w the formuls
Hen, interpretation and implementation of policies. He added that a redue
fen im import duly on el and polished deemonods: and gemstones ool

from the current five per cent duty would help in giving India an advap-
tage whien it comes to sdging out Dubai and Chena, which are ativong com
petitors. Adother mapor challenge lor this industry lies in soorcing rough

diamonds and rough colowred gemsiones, At present, the gem and jew

ey SeCior expartd are ennrely ot dependent. Mehta dmey atienthion o
this issue saying, “Approximately 85 per cent of the imports for the secior an
mukde throagh e Momibal Adepo, Wity the brroduciomn of 0,1 per cem
=l duty on import of cango by ain by the state of Maharashim, the growth
of the sector and the viability of business trading in Mumbai i highly alfec
i, " He requested complete nelief from this levy which s also imposed on
gods imporied for re-expeon, cut asd polished diamomsds sene for cerifkation,
grading and re-fmported, domestically produced goods returning, (rem exhibs
tions. He also mentioned the levy of ocirol for goods brought inte Muemha
witich acts ag a dererrent o rade heoe Mehta moed the et that Mombai did
not have a large convention center, with facilities and infrastruchere (ol
large exhabitions, Bal he stll feled ot hosting this fair in other cities. Ta
mike India the hub of the world gem and jewellery market, (& requires 4 joim
effort from all fronts (e industry Msel, the governmemt and other instng-
menital bodies such as the GIEPC. Exhibdtions such as 1US seek 10 enhance
netwirking amdd increasing business, and also display e Dest that the Indian
gem and jewelbery indusiy haz to offer. With more International exhibiicrs
and visitors watching this show keenly, thend's an added incentive 1o improve
= exhibihion i other aneas, As oo where [HS sees [sef three vears irom
novw, Sanjay Kothar, Promotion, Marketing and Bosiness Deveboprosent
convenor, GIEPC, says. "I e infrasiructune is in place. we wani to increase
e current 1,508 stalls 1o 20000 stalls, After Hong Komg, 1S (= e Lansast
Al Ask s ehe falth bn the wardd. W weant (o Lake this show 1o greates
heights, provided there s pgovernment suppor, amd lbserabisation policies o
aalavce, war slionld be abde o maake 1 1raly enternational.”



